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Familiar and Formal Greetings

There are different ways to say How are you? in Spanish depending on the person with whom you are speaking.

          FAMILIAR (tú =  you):


                             FORMAL (usted = you):

¿Cómo estás tú (--2nd person) , Jorge?                        ¿Cómo está usted (--3rd person), Señora? Lopez?

 
--Use with:




            --Use with: 

A friend





            A person you don’t know


A family member




   Someone older

Someone younger
Someone for whom you want to show respect         Someone with higher status

¿Qué tal?  and ¿Qué onda? 


         
 *Note: When in doubt, always use formal
are other familiar greetings which


 speech (address people in the 3rd person).

mean What’s up? 
